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Since 1985, the Sylvan Lakes Property Owners Association has been seeking ways to acquire the
lakes that exist within the development. Standley Hogan originally owned all of the Sylvan
Lakes land including the lakes, culverts, gates, and easements prior to his death in 1993. He had
offered to sell the lakes and water rights to SLPOA in 1985 for approximately $150,000, that
otTer did not include an augmentation plan as Mr. Hogan believed that losses due to evaporation
were more than replaced through springs that feed the lakes.

Ante and Ginny Peros purchased the lakes and surrounding acreage following the settlement of
Mr. Hogan's estate along with junior water rights (1926-2.89cfs) and the Hartner Ditch system.
The Hartner Ditch diverts water from Tennessee Creek through the· Sylvan Lakes System under
the supervision and control of the Division Two Water Commissioner. These diversionary water
rights have been adjudicated in water court for the purpose of supporting fishing and cannot be
used to store or restrict the total flow of water in the greater Arkansas drainage system.
Therefore, an augmentation plan must be approved which would provide for the acquisition of
water to offset losses from evaporation. Maintenance of the ditch, gates, and culverts, of course,
is the responsibility ofthe lake owners. The total acreage in this system owned by the Peros' is
12.36 acres.

Two years ago, SLPOA surveyed the property owners asking for priorities for the governing
board of the newly formed Metropolitan District. The response to this survey was
overwhelmingly to gain control of the lakes and water within the area. Accordingly the Metro
District has studied the problem and formulated a series of ballot questions to permit an increase
in tax revenues for the purpose of acquiring the lakes, paying for continuing maintenance of the
system, and securing water rights to off-set losses due to evaporation. These questions have
been submitted to the County Clerk of Lake County and will be submitted for vote at the
November 7 general election.

ISSUE'A' A proposal to increase property tax by 0054 (5.44 mils) to raise $5000 in revenue for
the purposes of obtaining services to maintain ditches and lakes and accounting services for the
Metropolitan District.

ARGUMENTS FOR
Acquisition of the lakes and ditches will require
periodic check of water flow, removal of obstructions
in the ditches, and repair on gates as necessary

ARGUMENTS AGAINST
Increase in property taxes



ISSUE 'B' A proposal to increase the property tax by .02825 (22.85 mils) for 15 years to repay
public bonds of$179,000 which would be used to purchase the lakes in the Sylvan Lakes
System.

ARGUMENTS FOR
Acquisition of the lakes is necessary in order
to move ahead on a program of water acquisition

ARGUMENTS AGAINST
Increase in property taxes
Would also require expense
for maintenance of the lake
system
No guarantee of water in the
lakes is in the proposal

ISSUE 'C' A proposal to increase the property tax by 0533 (53.33 mils) for 15 years to repay
public bonds of$419,000 which would be used to purchase the lakes in the Sylvan Lakes System
and the necessary water rights to guarantee a continued water supply in the lakes by augmenting
water lost through evaporation

ARGUMENTS FOR
Acquisition of both water rights and the lakes
guarantees the continuing presence of water through
the District thus maintaining its identity, open
areas, and property values
Water in the lakes assures a continuing supply of
water in shallow wells
Water in the lakes provides a source of water in cases
of emergency such as fire
Water in the lakes provides a recreational opportunity
for fishing, boating, etc.
Fish in the lakes provide a natural system of mosquito
control.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST
Increase in property taxes
would require expense for
maintenance of the lake system

The Association supports the move by the Metropolitan District to obtain lakes and water as they
represent as asset which positively impacts the ultimate sale value of the property, serves to
support individual home drilled wells, serves to also provide a supply of available water in
Case of emergency, and provides a ready resource for recreational use. While obtaining the
lakes without the water is less expensive, it is only a partial solution to the total issue. With the
value of water increasing continually, there is· no reason to believe that such an acquisition could
be made less expensive at a later date.
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